
A number of years ago, I stayed at the
Great Southern Hotel in Galway. The old-
styled, finely-appointed hotel is across
from Eyre Square. 

At that time, Eyre Square was under 
reconstruction, and the familiar statues,
arches and the Galway Hooker sails were
awash in a sea of mud. 

One of the people I met told me a bit
of the story of the edifice. It was built to
house the passengers of the Great South-
ern and Western Railways. 

The hotel first opened its doors to
guests in 1852; it was then known as the
Railway Hotel. It was completed at a cost
of £30,000 for the Midland Great Western
Railway Company. The company's architect,
John Skipton Mulvany, designed both the
Galway railway station and hotel. Just
over the entrance on the façade of the hotel
carries Mulvany’s favorite motif - the
wreaths. The builder was William Dargan
and it is built of limestone ashlar with a
cornice over the heavily rusticated ground
floor. The only other building in Galway
using this limestone is Galway Cathedral.
The ground floor also has recessed and 
architrave windows and a heavy string
course.

A series of the hotels were built in 
conjunction with the railroad under the
name of Great Southern. Eventually, the
hotel group grew to ten inns.

William Dargan was the most influential
Irish engineer of the 19th century. If not
for him, Ireland may not have had the 
series of lines that connected many of 
Ireland’s larger cities. He was definitely
the leading figure in railway construction.
Under his leadership, over 800 miles of
rail lines were built.

Dargan designed and built Ireland's
first railway line from Dublin to Dún
Laoghaire in 1833. He was a member of

the Royal Dublin Society and also helped
establish the National Gallery of Ireland.
He was also responsible for the Great
Dublin Exhibition held at Leinster Lawn
in 1853. 

Dargan was born in Carlow in 1799
and educated at a hedge school in
Graiguecullen near Carlow, where he 
excelled in mathematics and accounting.
He subsequently worked on his father's
101-acre farm (his father was a tenant
farmer) before securing a position in a 
surveyor's office in Carlow. With the 
assistance of prominent local people, 
particularly John Alexander, a prominent
Carlow miller, and Henry Parnell, MP for
County Laois, Dargan began working with
the Scottish engineer, Thomas Telford on
the Holyhead side of the London-Holy-
head road. He was 20 when he started
working Telford.
In 1824, Telford asked Dargan to begin

work on a road from Raheny to Sutton in
Dublin. Dargan was excited to return to his
native land. The young Dargan earned the
relatively large sum of £300 for his work
on this road and this provided the capital
for future public works investments.
In 1831, he became the contractor for

the construction of the Dublin and
Kingstown Railway, the first line to be
built in Ireland. He next constructed the
water communication between Lough
Erne and Belfast, afterwards known as the
Ulster Canal, a signal triumph of 
engineering and constructive ability.

Other great works followed – the
Dublin and Drogheda Railway, the Great
Southern and Western Railway and the
Midland Great Western Railway. By 1853,
he had constructed over six hundred miles
of railway, and he then had contracts for
two hundred more. He paid the highest
wages with the greatest punctuality, and
his credit was unbounded. At one time, he
was the largest railway projector in Ireland
and one of its greatest capitalists.

The core of the GS&WR was the
Dublin Kingsbridge – Cork main line, also
known as  Ireland's "Premier Line," and
still one of her most important main line
railways. The company's headquarters
were at Kingsbridge station. At its greatest
extent, the GS&WR included, in addition
to the Dublin – Cork main line, the Dublin
– Waterford and Mallow – Waterford lines
and numerous branch lines.

The Irish South Eastern Railway opened
between the GS&WR station at Carlow
and Bagenalstown in 1848 and reached
Lavistown in 1850. From the outset, the
ISE was worked by the GS&WR. The 
Waterford and Kilkenny Railway had 
already reached Lavistown, and, thus, 
completion of the ISE enabled GS&WR
services to reach Kilkenny. The W&KR
reached Waterford in September 1854[8]
but its relations with the GS&WR were
poor, which impeded traffic between
Dublin and Waterford by this route. In
1877, the W&KR took over the Central
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T Milwaukee Calendar of Events T
For More Information visit http://shamrockclubwis.com

JULY
1  Irish Emigration Library; ICHC, 12-6 pm
2    Shamrock Club Installation Dinner; Meyer’s Restaurant, 4260 S. 76th St., 

Milwaukee; Cocktails 5:30, Dinner 6:30
8 Irish Emigration Library; ICHC, 12-6 pm
14 Celtic Women International Book Club; Of Irish Blood, by Ian Rankin; 

Hostess: Maureen Garry; ICHC; 1 pm
15 Irish Emigration Library; ICHC, 12-6 pm
18 Badger State Feis; Pettit National Ice Center, 500 South 84th Street; 8 am
19 Cream City Feis; Pettit National Ice Center, 500 South 84th Street; 8 am
22 Irish Emigration Library; ICHC, 12-6 pm 
29 Irish Emigration Library; ICHC, 12-6 pm 

AUGUST
5    Irish Emigration Library; ICHC, 12-6 pm
6 Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting; ICHC; 7 pm
8 Milwaukee Feis; UW-Milwaukee Student Union; 8 am
9   McMenamin Feis; UW-Milwaukee Student Union; 8 am
9 Milwaukee Hurling Club Semi-finals; Brown Deer Park; 10 am
12 Irish Emigration Library; ICHC, 12-6 pm 
12 Tosa Tonight presents Dallahan and Socks in the Frying Pan; Hart Park, 68th

and State; 7 pm
13-16 35th Annual Milwaukee Irish Fest; 3 Pints Gone; Athas; Atlantic Wave; 

Barry Dodd; Beglan Academy of Irish Dance; Bill and Lin O'Connor; 
Blackthorn; Blackthorn Folly; Blarney; Brigid's Cross; Cashel Dennehy Irish
Dancers; Celtic Tenors; Ceol Cairde; Cherish the Ladies; Chicago Reel; 
Cronin School of Irish Dance; Curtis Crossroads Band; Dallahan; Dublin 
O'Shea; Eileen Ivers and Immigrant Soul; Elders; Evans and Doherty; Finbar
MacCarthy; Flashpoint; Frogwater; FullSet; Gaelic Storm; Gleasons; 
Glencastle Irish Dancers; Goitse; High Kings; Irish Fest Choir; Milwaukee 
Irish Fest School of Music; Jeff Ward; Joe Rooney: Comedian; John Whelan;
Kilkennys; Kinsella Academy of Irish Dance; Leahy's Luck; Liz Carroll; 
Lunasa; Makem and Spain; Matt Molloy, John Carty, Arty McGlynn; 
McMenamin Irish Dance Academy; Moloney, Keane, and O'Connell; Morga;
Myserk; Omagh Community Youth Choir; Pride of New York; Reilly; Rory 
Modlinski with the Trifecta Banjo Association; Ross Ainslie and Jarlath 
Henderson; Screaming Orphans; Scythian; Socks in the Frying Pan; 
Tallymoore; Tim Edey and Brendan Power; Tis; Tom Sweeney; Trinity 
Academy of Irish Dance; We Banjo 3; Whiskey of the Damned; Willis Clan; 
Henry Maier Festival Grounds

14 Set Dancing ; ICHC; Music by Capitol Ceili Band; 11.45 pm
26 Irish Emigration Library; ICHC, 12-6 pm

SEPTEMBER
3    Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting; ICHC; 7 pm
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ON GOING … Set dancing at the following:  Set dancing  Wednesdays, 7 PM at
O’Donoghue’s T Craobh Curtin Conradh na Gaeilge meeting at O'Donoghue's Pub, 
7 PM, last Tuesday each month T Irish Emigration Library in ICHC open every 
Wednesday 12–6 PM T Irish Sing-a-long, Irish Fest Center, First Sundays, (through
May) 7 PM T Irish Fest Sing-a-long: O'Donoghue's Pub, second and fourth 
Sundays, 7-9 PM T Irish Music Sessions at the following:  Session - O’Donoghue’s,
Sundays 7 PM; Thursdays @ Paddy’s 7 PM; and The Pub in Oconomowoc, 7:30 PM
T Thursdays: Barry Dodd; County Clare Inn; 10 PM T Fridays: áthas and Myserk;
County Clare Inn; 6 PM T

Pete Fleming

Insurance Repair Specialists
The Professionals for 

Fire Damage Repair since 1958

416 West Walnut Street

Milwaukee, WI 53212

Phone - 24 Hours

414-264-7470

Fax 414-263-1316

Shamrock Club Member

Facebook&Social Media..................................
If you haven’t seen us on Facebook,

like us! 1200 people have already.
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Sham-
rock-Club-of-Wisconsin/102023943184

You can also find us on Twitter at
http://twitter.com/shamrockclubwis or 
on LinkedIn at www.linkedin.com/com-
pany/shamrock-club-of-wisconsin.

Retail Report
Milwaukee Irish Fest..................................
Irish Fest is fast approaching, and it is

time to start thinking about volunteering at
the Shamrock Club Retail Booth at Irish
Fest.  This is a great way to promote the
club and also get to know some of your
fellow club members.  We can use 2-3 
people per 2 hour shift. 

We look forward to an exciting sales
year with some new products and many 
returning favorites.  You can sign up for 
a shift or two by emailing me at:
retail.shamrockclubwis@wi.rr.com or by
calling me at 414-940-9032. 

- Glenn Nowak
Retail Chair

Milwaukee Chapter



Milwaukee
President’s Message..................................
Happy July!  Oh my, I can't believe

summer is zooming by. I hope everyone is
enjoying play time on the lake, up north,
or seeing the United States. My family and
I set off to sunny Key West, Florida to
snorkel, sail and enjoy seeing my Air
Force Cadet, Dave. 

Looking forward to our Club’s 
calendar, we've got the 4th of July Parade
in Glendale and the University of Phoenix 
graduation on the 25th. We are working on
Port Washington Fish Days, and of course,
we hope to see members waving and 
calling our names! 

We also are looking forward to the 
Installation Dinner on July 2nd where we
will welcome our new board members:
Dawn Fleming, Nick Nowak and Sue
Dushek. We will also sadly say goodbye
to our out-going board members: Lisa
Cohen and Brian Witt. We will miss you
both at board meetings, but I know we will
see you at meetings and events, giving of
your time and talents. Thank you, thank
you all for giving of your precious time
and talents to make our wonderful club
continue with the diversity and rich 
culture of the Celtics!

Irish Fest is just around the corner and
we'll need volunteers, so please check
your calendars and see when you can help.
Glenn Nowak and Sue Dushek will need
help at both our retail and membership
booths. This is a great fundraiser for the
club as well as a wonderful way to show-
case our club for membership!

Happy Summer all and I'll see you at
the dinner! 

- Mary Culver, 
Shamrock Club President

T T T
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Milwaukee
Membership News..................................
It is time to start thinking about 

volunteering an hour or two at the 
Shamrock Club Membership Table in the
Cultural Village at Irish Fest.  This is a
great way to promote our club! You can
sign up by emailing me at:
membership.shamrockclubwis@wi.rr.com
or by calling me at 414-940-9032.

- Glenn Nowak
Membership Chair
Milwaukee Chapter

Word of the Month..................................
Tuirseach – (Toor-shawk) - Tired
Tá mé tuirseach. 
(Taw may toor-shawk)  
I am tired.

Celtic Women Lecture..................................
The Celtic Women Lecture series 

will return in September.
- Jean Bills

new e-mail address: JeanKBills@aol.com

Installation Dinner
Thursday, July 2, 2015

Meyer’s Restaurant, Milwaukee
Cocktails (Cash Bar) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 pm
Dinner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30 pm

Cost: $22 per person, $40 per couple
Family-style Dinner of chicken and beef

with salad, assorted sides and dessert.

For reservation, please email Veronica Ceszynski at
irishv@ameritech.net by June 26th.

Celtic Women 
International..................................

The CWI Book Club meetings begin 
at 1:00 pm at the ICHC and include 
discussion, tea, and treats.  New members
and guests are always welcome to join us!

Standing in Another Man’s Grave by
Ian Rankin will be the topic for our July
14th meeting.  Sheila Isakson will be our
host.

In August, we will be taking the month
off so that we can enjoy Irish Fest.

Our meetings will resume on
September 8th when we will discuss An
Irish Country Village by Patrick Taylor.
The gathering will be hosted by Pat Powers.

- Rosemary Walsh
rowalsh@wi.rr.com



Emerald Reflections

Copy Deadline.................................

Membership Chairs

Content for Emerald Reflections is due
on the 15th of the month (next deadline:
July 15th to appear in the August issue).
Copy received after that date will not 
appear due to deadlines. While we try to
include every submission possible, due to
space limitations, we cannot guarantee that
every submission will be included imme-
diately. E-mail submissions preferred,
send to:

Brian Witt, Editor
emeraldreflections@shamrockclubwis.com

Pam Canon, Publisher
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DANE COUNTY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pat McCarthy
P.O. Box 70765, Madison 53707-0765

pmmccarthy@charter.net; (608) 277-0394

FOX CITIES . . . . .P.O. Box 1632, Appleton 54912

LA CROSSE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Linda O. Pfaff,
1702 Jackson St., LaCrosse  54601

LAFAYETTE CO. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Beverly Mulcahy,
504 E. Mary, Apt. A, Darlington  54530

MILWAUKEE . . . . Member. Chair Glenn Nowak
2133 West Wisconsin Avenue,

Milwaukee, WI  53233
ganowak@wi.rr.com; (414)466-8060 

NEW DUBLIN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Suzi Snyder,
313 W. Beacon Ave.., New London  54961

NORTHEAST WISC. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Judy Brehm,
2577 Oakwood Ave.., Green Bay  54301

SOUTH CENTRAL . . . . . . . . . Dana Horkan-Gant,
610 Vine St., Reedsburg 53959; (608) 524-6821;

email: willardana@yahoo.com

E-mail: . . . . . . . . . . club@shamrockclubwis.com

Web site: . . . . . . . . http://shamrockclubwis.com

To become a member of the Shamrock Club of
Wisconsin contact the membership chair of the
chapter you would like to join.  MILWAUKEE ONLY:
Family membership (includes both parents and 
all children under eighteen) - $25.00. Single 
membership - $20.00. Membership is renewable 
annually on the anniversary month of the original
membership. Please send all new and renewal 
Milwaukee club membership dues to Membership
Chair, 2133 West Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee,
WI  53233.  Be sure to send change of address 
notification to Membership Chair, also.  The post
office will NOT forward copies of Reflections.

Rent the ICHC for your next

Party
Meeting

Recital
Wedding

Spaces available for large

or small events

Email:  director@ichc.net 

or call (414) 345-8800

Advertise in the
Emerald Reflections

Contact
dpcanon@wi.rr.com for rates

Upcoming Feiseanna..................................
There will be two Feiseanna in July. The

first is the Badger State Feis, on July 18,
sponsored by Sharon Murphy with 
volunteers provided by Glencastle Irish
Dancers. It will be held at the Pettit 
National Ice Center. There will also be a
Mass at the Pettit Center at 5pmonSaturday.

http://www.badgerstatefeis.com

The second is the Cream City Feis, held
to benefit Kinsella Academy of Dance. It
will also be held at the Pettit National Ice
Center, on Sunday, July 19th. The Pettit 
Center is located at 500 South 84th Street, 
Milwaukee.

http://www.thecreamcityfeis.com

In August, the 26th annual Milwaukee
Feis takes place on Saturday, August 8th,
at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
– Student Union, 2200 E. Kenwood Blvd,
Milwaukee, WI.   

http://www.milwaukeefeis.com

And the Sixth Annual McMenamin
Academy Feis will be held on Sunday, 
August 9, 2015 at the UWM Union. 

http://midadance.com

Sunshine Report..................................
Don Clark, a long time member of the

Shamrock Club, died Wednesday, June
17, 2015.  Don was the 1986 Irishman of
the Year. Don and his wife, Carol, chaired
many events including the annual picnic
and the St. Patrick's Day dinner dance.
They were the chairs of the Irish Fest 
information booths from the start of Irish
Fest to the present time.  

We express our compassion to Ron
Danielson at the time of his father’s death.

Jed Walton needs prayers for the 
infection that he is fighting.  Jed is Josh’s
brother and the father of Megan.

Lynne Reed, a longtime member of
the Club, broke her ankle.  Please keep her
in your thoughts and prayers.

Jack Noonan was a member of the
Honor Flight on June 12th.  Jack served
in the Navy from 1951-55 on the USS
Fort Mandan LSD 21.  We send him out
with good words adding his name to the
list of Shamrock Club members who have 
already participated in this honorable 
experience.
If you have Sunshine news, please email

it to: slainte4142-shamrock@yahoo.com.
- Maggie Blaha, Sunshine Chair



Ireland Railway and became the Waterford
and Central Ireland Railway. The
GS&WR took over the W&CIR in 1900,
thus belatedly bringing the rail route 
between Dublin and Waterford under the
control and operation of a single company.

In 1924, the leaders of the Irish Free
State decided that there needed to be a
central authority for the railways. The Act
passed by the Dáil Éireann merged the
GS&WR with the Midland Great Western
Railway, the Cork, Bandon and South
Coast Railway and most other railways
wholly within the Irish Free State to form
the Great Southern Railway. The Great
Southern Railways Company (often Great
Southern Railways, or GSR) was formed
and from 1925 until 1945 owned and 
operated all railways that lay wholly
within the Irish Free State.

The railways, which emerged from the
Irish revolution pretty much unscathed,
was often the target of the Irish Republi-
can Army, which blew up crossings and
bridges in their war with the Free Staters. 

In 1945, further amalgamation with the
Grand Canal Company and the Dublin
United Tramway Company created Córas
Iompair Éireann ("Irish State Transport
Company"). CIÉ was nationalized in
1950, but was divided into separate rail
and road companies in 1987. Since then,
the railways have been operated by Iarnród
Eireann ("Irish Rail"). In 2006, the European
Union forced the Republic into complete
separation of the rail and bus lines.

In 2006, the Great Southern Hotel
Group was broken up, with the Monogram
Group purchasing three of the properties
including the Eyre Square location.
(Monogram also owns Ashford Castle.)
The hotel was rechristened “Hotel 
Meyerick,” Meyerick being the original
name of Eyre Square. It closed for two
years for refurbishing, reopening in 2009.

As for William Dargan, he was an 
ardent nationalist, and turned down Queen
Victoria’s offer of first a knighthood and
later a baronetcy, the second offered to
him after a personal visit to his home 
outside Dublin by the Queen. 

He made arrangements in 1853 for the
Dublin Exhibition. This was essentially
what would be called a “World’s Fair,”
and featured products from around the
world and had the most advanced 
technology for its day. 
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continued from page 1 He began by placing £30,000 in the
hands of the committees, and before it
was opened, 12 May 1853, his advances
reached nearly £100,000 of which he 
ultimately lost between £9,000 to
£20,000. At the close of the exhibition, the
Irish National Gallery on Leinster Lawn,
as a monument to Dargan, was erected,
with a fine bronze statue of himself in
front looking out upon Merrion Square. 

Dargan, who had a reputation as being
the best paying and fairest of employers,
tried his hand at building factories in
County Dublin’s poorest areas. Most of
these efforts collapsed, and Dargan would
turn his attention to developing more rail
lines.  

Dargan was injured when his horse
bucked him in 1866.  He died at 2
Fitzwilliam Square East, Dublin, on 7
February 1867, and was buried in Glas-
nevin cemetery. 

The Father of Irish Railroads’ achieve-
ments were honored in 1995, when the
Dargan Railway Bridge in Belfast was
opened, and again in 2004 when the 
Dargan Bridge, Dublin, a new cable-
stayed bridge for Dublin's Light Railway
Luas, were both named after him.

And again, I was reminded that one
story does not stand alone, but often is
crisscrossed with intersecting paths, or in
this case, railroad lines.  

- Brian Witt

Hurling Club News................................
MHC 20th Anniversary Bash
The Milwaukee Hurling Club

Friday, August 21 - BMO Bradley Center
1001 N. 4th St, Milwaukee, WI 53203

Adult event includes food, 
entertainment, silent auction, and more

MHC20@Hurling.net

Twenty years of hurling is a lot to 
celebrate! This milestone marks 20 seasons
of club accomplishments and contributions
from every player over the years. To celebrate
in true MHC style, the club has planned a
variety of events throughout the year to
bring together players from the past and
present to take part in camaraderie and sport.
The first season had approximately 20

players on two teams (some of which are
still actively playing and involved in the
club!). And today, the MHC has a roster
of over 320 members aged 3 and up! 
Since the club’s inception, the contri-

butions of all past and current members is
important. Please join us to celebrate the
club that we all built. Whether you were a
player, supporter or sponsor, you atten-
dance is important. All are welcome and
we can’t wait to see everyone for this
“hurling class reunion.”

For more information, go to
www.eventbrite.com/e/mhc-20th-anniversary-
bash-the-milwaukee-hurling-club-tickets-
15963206380?ref=ecount 

- Karen Seeliger



EMERALD REFLECTIONS
PHOTO OF THE MONTH

An Old Gaelic Prayer
May the Road Rise to meet you
May the wind be always at your back
May the sun shine warm upon your face,

till the rains fall soft upon your fields.
And, until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of His hands.

SHAMROCK CLUB OF WISCONSIN
2133 W. Wisconsin Avenue
Milwaukee, WI  53223

For Information: http://shamrockclubwis.com
or: www.saintpatricksparade.org

Shamrock Club Griffins Hurling Team
Photo by Ellen Burmeister


